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	HANTAVIRUS:
	UNDERSTANDING THE VIRUS THAT HAS THE WORLD ON ALERT
	When a human inhales viral particles, the pathogen targets endothelial cells, which form the delicate inner lining of the body's blood vessels. By binding to specific surface receptors called integrins, the virus enters the cells and multiplies. As the immune system detects the infection, it floods the affected tissues with inflammatory signaling molecules. This intense reaction causes the structural junctions between endothelial cells to loosen and collapse.
	The blood vessels become incredibly leaky, dumping massive amounts of fluid into surrounding tissues. In HFRS, this systemic leakage occurs primarily in the kidneys, resulting in acute kidney injury and potential organ failure. In HPS, the capillaries in the lungs leak fluid directly into the alveoli (air sacs), effectively drowning the lungs from the inside out and starving the body of oxygen.
	WHO FACES THE GREATEST RISK?


